Short Story Unit Final Project

Over the course of our short story reading unit, we have read several fantastic short stories.   It is time to wrap up that unit by doing a final project.  This project requires you dig into the stories that we have read.  Your first step will be to select one of the short stories we have read to base your assignment on.  You will have several options to choose from.  Your task is to create something that shows an understanding of one of those stories we read.  The thing you create must clearly illustrate some element of the story you chose, whether that is theme, setting, character, plot, or all of the above.

Story Options: (Only choose one)
· “The Sniper” by Liam O’Flaherty
· “The Test” by Theodore L. Thomas
· “The Veldt” by Ray Bradbury
· “There Will Come Soft Rains” by Ray Bradbury

Assignment Options: (Only choose one)
1. Do a character collage to show the personality traits of one character from the story.  Your collage needs to be accompanied by a short explanation of why you chose all the items to represent the character.
2. Draw a detailed scene from one part of the story.  Make sure the scene’s elements are clearly depicted.  Label the elements of the scene with quotes from the text to show where you got the idea for the different components of the picture.
3. Design a book cover for the short story based on a scene from the text.  Pretend you are an artist for a publishing company and design both the front and back cover to include the title, author’s name and a summary of the story that will make people want to read the story.
4. Make a travel brochure inviting tourists to visit the setting of the story.  Be creative about how you could encourage people to visit the place the story takes place.  Look for details from the story that will help you with your decisions.  Be sure to include pictures and make this seem like an advertisement.
5. Create a comic strip that illustrates the main events and conflict of the story.  You may use quotes from the text or your own words, but make sure you stay true to the story.  Make sure you label the comic strip carefully so it is clear what you are attempting to capture.  
6. Create a soundtrack that could be used for the short story.  Create a plot graph (story mountain) for the story that shows how the various events occur.  Then assign each part of the story a different song (list song title and artist that captures the feeling of the event and illustrates that part of the story.  You must have at least six songs.
7. Design a movie poster to depict the theme of your short story.  Pretend you have transformed your short story into a movie.  You have to create a poster that captures what the movie is trying to convey (the theme).
8. Rewrite the story as a simple picture book for a child.  Use simple vocabulary and just focus on the main elements that convey the theme of the story.  Make sure to include illustrations.
9. Propose your own option.

Assessment: See attached rubric.
Due Date: 
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Rubric

Requirements

All requirements are
met and exceeded.

All requirements are
met.

One requirement
was not completely
met.

More than one
requirement was
not completely met,

Content

Covers topic in-
depth with details
and examples.
Subject knowledge
Is excellent.

Includes essential
knowledge about
the topic. Subject
knowledge appears
to be good.

Includes essential
information about
the topic but there
are 1-2 factual
errors,

Content is minimal
OR there are
several factual
errors.

Originality

Product shows a
large amount of
original thought.
Ideas are creative
and inventive.

Product shows some
original thought,
Work shows new
ideas and insights.

Uses other people's
ideas (giving them
credit), but there is
little evidence of
original thinking.

Uses other people's
ideas, but does not
give them credit.

Organization

Content is well
organized using
headings or bulleted
lists to group
related material.

Uses headings or
bulleted lists to
organize, but the
overall organization
of topics appears
flawed.

Content is logically
organized for the
most part.

There was no clear
or logical
organizational
structure, just lots
of facts.

Attractiveness

Makes excellent use
of font, color,
graphics, effects,
etc. to enhance the
presentation.

Makes good use of
font, color,
graphics, effects,
etc. to enhance to
presentation.

Makes use of font,
color, graphics,
effects, etc. but
occasionally these
detract from the
presentation
content,

Use of font, color,
graphics, effects
etc. but these often
distract from the
presentation
content.

Mechanics

No misspellings or
grammatical errors,

Three or fewer
misspellings and/or
mechanical errors.

Four misspellings
and/or grammatical
errors,

More than 4 errors
in spelling or
grammar,





