IRONY

Situational Irony – irony involving a situation in which actions have an effect that is opposite from what was intended so that the outcome is contrary to what was expected.

· Example: a fire station burns down

Verbal Irony – irony in which a person says or writes one thing and means another, or uses words to convey a meaning that is the opposite of the literal meaning. (sarcasm/lying)

· Example: telling a quiet group not to speak all at once.

Dramatic Irony – an irony that is inherent in speeches or a situation of a drama and is understood by the audience but not grasped by the characters in the play, ie. the readers/audience know something the characters don’t.

· Example: a woman thinks her boyfriend is about to break up with her but we know he bought her an engagement ring.
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