The Marrow Thieves Chapter Questions
Questions are separated by chapter, but are not always in chronological order. 
Response Expectations: 
Short Answer: Words or phrases acceptable 
Written Response: Complete sentences required 
True/False: Write T on the line if the statement is true, F if the statement is false. 
Vocabulary: Write a definition. 

FRENCHIE’S COMING-TO STORY 
Short Answer: 
1. What are four things the reader learns about the novel’s narrator? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
2. What are four things the reader learns about the setting of the novel? 
· ________________________________________________________________________ 
· ________________________________________________________________________ 
· ________________________________________________________________________ 
· ________________________________________________________________________ 
3. What are three of the biggest dangers in Frenchie’s world? 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Written Response: 
4. Why did Mitch make so much noise in the treehouse? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
5. What do you know about Frenchie’s parents? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
6. What does the reader learn about dreams in this chapter? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
7. ______Recruiters are also called school truancy officers. 
8. ______Frenchie’s father knew Miigwans.
9. ______The Recruiters are from the Department of Education. Vocabulary Write the Definition 

Vocabulary: 
oneirology (4) _________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
torrential (8) ___________________________________________________________________

THE FIRE 
Short Answer: 
10. Describe each character using at least three descriptive words or phrases. 
• Miigwans: _________________________________________________________ age? ______ 
• Minerva: __________________________________________________________ age ______ 
• Wab: _____________________________________________________________ age ______ 
• Chi-Boy: __________________________________________________________ age ______ 
• Frenchie: __________________________________________________________ age ______
• Tree: _____________________________________________________________ age ______ 
• Zheegwon: ________________________________________________________ age ______
• Slopper: __________________________________________________________ age? ______
• RiRi: _____________________________________________________________ age? ______
11. Where do dreams get caught? ___________________________________________
12. What simile does Frenchie use to describe dreams caught in his bones? _________________
______________________________________________________________________________
13. How long has Frenchie been with the family? ______________________________________
14. What did the kids long for? ____________________________________________________

 Written Response:
15. On page 18, Frenchie makes an observation of Miigwans’ shoes.  What does his observation tell the reader about Miigwans, or the world?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False:
16. _____ The twins share one hat.
17. _____ Slopper’s family is from the west coast.
18. _____ There are three grown-ups in the group.
19. _____ Metis, Ojibwa, and Cree are some of the native groups represented.

Vocabulary: 
Cumulative (22) ________________________________________________________________
Sludge (21) ____________________________________________________________________

STORY: PART ONE 

Short Answer: 
20. In the metaphor of “a great metal straw”, what is being described? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
21. Why is the group headed north? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
22. Why does the family encourage independence? ______________________________________________________________________________
 
Written Response: 
23. Miigwans speaks about the Annishnaabe people as warriors. 
A. What nonverbal behaviors do the group show? 
B. What does this say about how they are feeling? 
A.____________________________________________________________________________B.____________________________________________________________________________

24. What does the reader learn about how the world changed? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
25. What does the reader learn about why the world changed? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
26. ______ Miig told Story weekly. 
27. ______ Story includes history and culture. 
28. ______ Slopper was allowed to hear Story before he was seven. 

Vocabulary: 
Decimated (24) _________________________________________________________________ 
Leeched (25) __________________________________________________________________
Perpetuity (25) _________________________________________________________________

MAGIC WORDS 
Short Answer: 
29. What is Rose learning from Minerva? ____________________________________________ 
30. How often do the Homesteader and Hunting groups switch? ______________________________________________________________________________
31. What are two ways the family protects the camp? 
1. ____________________________________ 2. _____________________________________ 

Written Response: 
32. Why is Frenchie glad that Rose is not a cousin? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

33. What are two ways the family has changed? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________


True/False: 
34. ______ The new member of the family is a soft-spoken girl. 
35. ______ Miig believes the animals will come back someday. 
36. ______ Frenchie dreams of Rose. 

Vocabulary: 
Perimeter (38) _________________________________________________________________ 
Consistent (40) _________________________________________________________________

HAUNTED IN THE BUSH 
Short Answer: 37. What is the alarm sound? _________________________________________
38. What makes bow hunting sustainable? ______________________________________________________________________________
39. What metaphor does Frenchie use to describe the moose? _____________________________________________________________________________
40. Who is always collecting things? _______________________________________________ 

Written Response: 41. What does a group often need to do to achieve a goal? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

42. Why didn’t Frenchie shoot the moose? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
43. ______ Slopper and Chi-Boy shot turkeys. 
44. ______ Chi-Boy and Wab hunt with bows and arrows. 
45. ______ Frenchie falls asleep because he is tired from the long hike. 

Vocabulary: 
Sustainable (46) ________________________________________________________________ Striated (45) ___________________________________________________________________ 
Sympathetic (51) _______________________________________________________________

A PLAGUE OF MADNESS 
Short Answer: 
46. What was it called when people first stopped dreaming? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
47. What question does Wab ask when Minerva and the younger kids go to bed? ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Written Response: 
48. What do you think Miig means when he says, “Not every Indian is an Indian”? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
49. ______ Wab changes after seeing the men in the woods. 
50. ______ The family has not seen a Recruiter in months now. 
51. ______ Frenchie gets the moose after all. 

Vocabulary
Cadence (52) __________________________________________________________________ Circumstances (53) _____________________________________________________________

THE FOUR WINDS 
Short Answer: 
52. Who first interrupts Rose and Frenchie’s privacy? __________________________________ 
53. Four Winds Resort was a strange environment to Frenchie in many ways. List three ways: 
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________________

54. What treat does Frenchie find behind the front desk? _______________________________ 
55. What kind of Indian might be from where there are warm oceans? _____________________________________________________________________________
56. What is more intimate than touching? __________________________________________ 

Written Response: 
57. Why does Frenchie touch the fence before Miig can? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

58. Where does everyone sleep the first night at Four Winds Resort? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
59. ______ Minerva falls asleep storytelling. 
60. ______ Miig says everyone tells their own coming-to story. 
61. ______ Miig wants to leave Four Winds Resort because there is nothing to eat there. 

Vocabulary: 
Atrophy (59) ___________________________________________________________________ Amalgamated (70) ______________________________________________________________
WAB’S COMING-TO STORY 
Short Answer: 
62. What did Wab do to earn food when she was young? _________________________________________ 

Written Response: 
63. Why didn’t Wab and her mother go to food banks? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
64. There have been two “coming-to” stories so far in the text. What does a coming-to story seem to be? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
65. ______ Recruiters caught Wab. 
66. ______ Recruiters only take Canadian Indigenous people away. 
67. ______ Wab was abused and cut across her face before she went into the bush. 

Vocabulary: 
Whittled (83) __________________________________________________________________ Hysterics (86) _________________________________________________________________ 

STORY: PART 2 
Short Answer: 
68. What simile is used to describe what happened to the coasts when the sea level rose? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
69. If people had money, what are three things they did when they could not dream anymore? 
•_____________________________________________________________________________•_____________________________________________________________________________•_____________________________________________________________________________

Written Response: 
70. Where did the government get the idea of how to collect the Indigenous people? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

71. At first, Indigenous people were treated one way, then as time passed, they were treated differently. How did the way they were treated change? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
72. ______ When people moved inland from the coasts there was enough time to organize peacefully. 
73. ______ When people stopped dreaming they lost their minds. 
74. ______ When people stopped dreaming they killed each other. 
75. ______ When people stopped dreaming they killed themselves. 
76. ______ When people stopped dreaming they refused to work. 

Vocabulary: 
Siphon (89) ___________________________________________________________________ Culling (89) ___________________________________________________________________

BACK INTO THE WOODS 
Short Answer: 
77. Why does Frenchie have no context for what things were like before? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
78. What simile is used to describe the trees curved by the weight of the snow? ______________________________________________________________________________79. Make a sketch of the trees described on page 91.







Written Response: 
80. Why does RiRi have a “dark streak” in her imagination now? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
81. What does Miigwans say will happen in another half century? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

82. Why do you think Miig tells Frenchie about the pasts of some family members? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
83. ______ It is the end of winter. 
84. ______ The whole group wanted to head back to the woods after Four Winds. 
85. ______ White people tortured Tree and Zheegwon to try to get their dreams. 

Vocabulary: 
Rending (93) __________________________________________________________ 

MIIGWANS’ COMING-TO STORY 
Short Answer: 
86. Where did Miigwans and Isaac hide in the “early days”? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
87. Was one of the visitors pregnant? _______________________________________________
88. What are four things that made Miigwans suspicious of the guests? 1._____________________________ 2.___________________________ 3._____________________________ 4.__________________________ 

Written Response: 
89. Why does Miigwans say he and Isaac weren’t as careful as they should have been? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

90. Isaac was less fearful of the Recruiters than Miigwans. Why? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
91. ______ Issac was more cautious than Miig. 
92. ______ The visitors were helping the Recruiters. 
93. ______ Isaac and Miig were at the cabin three months. 

Vocabulary: 
Adversity (100) ________________________________________________________________ 
Adage (101) ___________________________________________________________________


FINDING DIRECTION 
Short Answer: 
94. Why doesn’t Frenchie envy Miig’s role as leader? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
95. Miig changes the family’s direction. Why does no one object? ______________________________________________________________________________
96. What will be done with the bird bones? ______________________________________________________________________________





Written Response: 
97. Why doesn’t Miig tell the family about the new school? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

98. Why are Indigenous words special to Frenchie and other family members? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
99. ______ Miig shares a secret with Frenchie. 
100. ______ Frenchie wants to build a house with Rose. 
101. ______ The meaning of abwaad is ‘cooking without fire’. 

Vocabulary: 
Posh (109) ____________________________________________________________________
Plausible (110) _________________________________________________________________ 

THE POTENTIAL OF CHANGE 
Short Answer: 
102. How is the land changing? ______________________________________________________________________________ 103.Why does Frenchie say having a bright red hat is “foolish”? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
104.Who are the wiindigo people? ______________________________________________________________________________ 105.How do they know the strangers have plenty of food? ______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
106. ______ Camping in the same spot two nights is not dangerous. 
107. ______ The two strangers are on the run. 

Vocabulary: 
Dusk (112) ____________________________________________________________________ 
Stealthy (114) __________________________________________________________________

THE OTHER INDIANS 
Short Answer: 
108. What are three reasons it is strange that the ‘other Indians’ call out when they hear the family approach? 
1.____________________________________________________________________________
2.____________________________________________________________________________
3.____________________________________________________________________________
109.Why does Travis’ face change when he sees Wab? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
110. What are four things about Lincoln that make him suspicious or strange to the family? 1.____________________________________________________________________________ 2.____________________________________________________________________________
3.____________________________________________________________________________
4.____________________________________________________________________________

Written Response: 
111. Why does Miig agree to stay and eat with Travis and Lincoln? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

112. The cliff near the campsite is mentioned more than once. Make a guess, do you think the cliff will come up again in the story? How? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
113. ______ Travis invites the family to share their site for the night. 
114. ______ Travis says he did not know what the consequences would be of what he did to Wab years ago. 
115. ______ Lincoln tells Wab and Rose to stay close by. 

Vocabulary: 
Vigilant (124) __________________________________________________________________ Altruistic (124) _________________________________________________________________ 
Faltered (121) __________________________________________________________________

THE WAY IT ALL CHANGED 
Short Answer: 
116.What happens to RiRi? ______________________________________________________________________________
117.Who gets stabbed through the arm? _____________________________________________
118.What does Travis do which Frenchie can tell is practiced/rehearsed? ______________________________________________________________________________

Written Response: 
119. When Frenchie realized what happened to RiRi, what does he experience? Describe. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________


True/False: 
120. ______ Lincoln and Travis sold Indians to Recruiters. 
121. ______ It was important to Frenchie to know whose fault it was that the family was taken by surprise. 
122. ______ Travis was truly sorry for what happened to RiRi. 

Vocabulary: 
Complacency (132) _____________________________________________________________ 
Assess (134) __________________________________________________________________
Mooring (135) _________________________________________________________________

THE LONG STUMBLE 
Short Answer: 
123. How are these characters dealing with the events of the last chapter? 
Frenchie: _____________________________________________________________________ Tree: _________________________________________________________________________ Zheegwon: ____________________________________________________________________ Minerva: ______________________________________________________________________
124.What simile is used to describe the way the family slept the night after RiRi died? ______________________________________________________________________________
125.What does Chi-Boy do as they run all day? ______________________________________________________________________________
126.Using his own story as a reference, what is Miigwans’ message to Frenchie? ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Written Response: 
127. What does the reader learn about what happens to Indigenous peoples in the schools? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

128. What does Miig do with the remains of the Indigenous peoples he found in the truck? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
129. ______ Frenchie misses his parents with physical pain. 
130. ______ Isaac died in the school. 
131. ______ Five days after RiRi’s death, Miig shares a story with Frenchie.

Vocabulary: 
Viscous (144) __________________________________________________________________ Unresponsive (139) _____________________________________________________________ 
Cog (144) _____________________________________________________________________

ROGAROU COMES HUNTING 
Short Answer: 
132.What made Wab more fragile? _____________________________________________________________________________
133.Why do they still carry RiRi’s belongings? _____________________________________________________________________________
134.How has Minerva changed since RiRi’s death? _____________________________________________________________________________

Written Response: 
135. How does Minerva save the family from Recruiters? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

136. How did Minerva know the Recruiters were coming? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary: 
Cerulean (151) _________________________________________________________________
Fluttery (148) __________________________________________________________________

ON THE ROAD 
Short Answer: 
137. Based on the context, what do you think “kept six” means?  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
138. What miracle does Frenchie discover? __________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________

Written Response: 139. What is the burden Frenchie has taken on, and, how is it affecting him? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

140. French thinks about how, when a people don't have their youngest and their oldest, they are without deep roots. What do you think he means? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
141. ______ Miig and Chi-Boy question Frenchie’s plan. 
142. ______ Rose finds water coming from a lake. 

Vocabulary: 
Linguist (155) _________________________________________________________________ Voluminous (160) ______________________________________________________________

FOUND 
Short Answer: 
143. What makes it evident to Frenchie that the intruders are Indigenous? __________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
144. At first, the intruders think the family look like what? ______________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
145. Sketch the cave’s interior, described on pgs. 166-167.







146. What makes Frenchie and his father cry “for a different reason”? ___________________________________________________________________________ 
147. What is the council doing when the family arrives? ______________________________ 

Written Response: 
148. Who are the people who find the family? Describe. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

149. Consider the title of this chapter. Who or what is found? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
150. ______ Miig recognizes the oldest intruder, General, from somewhere. 
151. ______ Frenchie reunites with his father. 
152. ______ The Council has information about Minerva. 

Vocabulary:
Arrogance (164) ________________________________________________________________ Evasive (165) __________________________________________________________________ 
Sassed (164) ___________________________________________________________________
Abodes (166) __________________________________________________________________



THE MIRACLE OF MINERVA 
Short Answer: 
153. How does the Council know so much about what the Recruiters do and about Minerva? ______________________________________________________________________________
154. The phrase “old-timey” is used throughout the novel. What do you think it means? ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Written Response: 
155. Who holds the secret to defeating the marrow thieves? Describe what she has done with her voice and song. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
156. ______ Minerva destroys the school. 
157. ______ All the recruiters escaped the fire. 

Vocabulary: 
Imposing (173) _________________________________________________________________
Bore (173) ____________________________________________________________________

LOSS 
Short Answer: 
158. Who sings during the night? ___________________ 
159. What can the reader determine about the possible current date? _________________________________ 
160. What is a big sign to Miig that they are on the right path? _____________________________________ 
161. What does Jean have on his side, back, and neck? _______________________________ 
162. When Frenchie says, “We’ll get Minerva. And then we’ll shut them down.”
 A. How does Miig respond? 
B. What might the change in pronoun mean? Make a guess. 
A.____________________________________________________________________________ 
B.____________________________________________________________________________

Written Response: 
163. Miig seems different. In what ways? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
164. ______ Rose asks Frenchie to stay with the family instead of with his father. 
165. ______ Jean is anxious to talk about Mitch and Mom with Frenchie. 

Vocabulary: 
Unresolved (183) _______________________________________________________________ Imminent (181) ________________________________________________________________

THE CIRCLE 
Short Answer: 
166. How is Frenchie feeling? _____________________________________________________ 
167. What are three things Derrick does that bother Frenchie? 1.____________________________________________________________________________ 2.____________________________________________________________________________
3.____________________________________________________________________________
168. What makes Frenchie feel like he is a better Indian than the others? _____________________________________________________________________________
169. What could Jean get used to hearing? __________________________________________

Written Response: 
170. What does Frenchie feel resentment about? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

 171. Why doesn’t Frenchie join the dancing, and eventually leave the circle, retreating to his camp? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
172. ______ The family helped with chores for the group. 
173. ______ Derrick acts friendly in front of French. 
174. ______ French feels guilty that he does not feel happier. 

Vocabulary: 
Humble (185) __________________________________________________________________
Ennui (188) ___________________________________________________________________ 
Precarious (190) ________________________________________________________________

WORD ARRIVES IN BLACK 
Short Answer: 
175.Why does French sneak out of camp early in the morning? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
176.What scares French while hunting? _____________________________________________ 
177. Sketch the travois, described on pg. 194.



Written Response: 
178. Why does French say “sorry” to Clarence? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

179. What is the news and who brings it? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
180. ______ French says things he regrets. 
181. ______ Miig performs a ceremony for the buck that is killed. 

Vocabulary: 
Emulate (193) __________________________________________________________________
Coaxed (194) __________________________________________________________________
Smug (194) ____________________________________________________________________ 

LOST AND FOUND AND LOST 
Short Answer: 
182. What sent adrenaline into French’s muscles? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
183. What is Slopper’s job while others go to get Minerva back? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
184. What is the face that Derrick makes and Frenchie recognizes? ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Written Response: 
185. “…everything with the potential of being green flexed and groaned and desperately began to grow.“ What is French talking about here? Explain. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

186. “Mistaking their arrogance for stupidity was our mistake.“ What is this line hinting at? What does it foreshadow? Explain. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

187. What is the basic plan for getting Minerva and escaping? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
188. Why do you think the driver shot Minerva instead of Miig? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
189. ______ French shoots the driver. 
190. ______ With her last breath Minerva told Miig to go home. 

Vocabulary: 
Arrogance (206) ____________________________________________ 

KIIWEN 
Short Answer: 
191. What do Rose and French almost do? ______________________________________________________________________________
192. What does Frenchie do that makes him feel very vulnerable? ______________________________________________________________________________

Written Response: 
193. What does the Council and families feel is important now and they are working on? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
194. ______ Wab is pregnant. 
195. ______ Slopper has the idea to start a youth council. 

Vocabulary: 
Vulnerable (212) _______________________________________________________________ Ensconced (213) ________________________________________________________________ Gait (214) _____________________________________________________________________

LOCKS MEAN NOTHING TO GHOSTS 
Short Answer: 
196. What’s worse than burying a friend? ____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
197. Who are the “two fathers” Frenchie feels he has? __________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
198. What is on everybody’s minds these days? _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
199. What slip-up does Clarence make? _____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________





Written Response: 
200. What do think is meant by French’s line “You couldn’t let wounds take your focus out here”? Explain. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

201. As long as there are dreamers, there is hope for everyone. What do you get from this? What do you think about it? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

True/False: 
202. ______ The women cooking beans were from the West Indian Islands. 
203. ______ Miig and Issac are reunited. 

Vocabulary: 
Tandem (222) __________________________________________________________________

