
What happens in the gutter?



Readers’ Minds… in the Gutter

● The reader uses context 
clues and knowledge of the 
world to fill in what happens  
between the panels 

● Brainstorm possibilities for 
what happens between the 
left and right panels

Source: Understanding Comics (Scott McCloud)



Readers’ Minds… in the Gutter

● The reader uses context 
clues and knowledge of the 
world to fill in what happens  
between the panels 

● Brainstorm possibilities for 
what happens between the 
left and right panels

Source: Persepolis (Marjane Satrapi)



Readers’ Minds… in the Gutter

● The reader uses context 
clues and knowledge of the 
world to fill in what happens  
between the panels 

● Brainstorm possibilities for 
what happens between the 
left and right panels

Source: Pumpkinheads (Rowell/Hicks)


